
Visit all Rina’s listings 
www.rinat.ca 
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■ GRAFFITI: Cedar tree may be someone’s Christmas decorations 


Pelham fa rm tar ge t of va ndals 



Fonthill Legion hosts gingerbread competition 

MICHELLE ALLENBERG “If they can’t afford a gin- from each. depending on how many Gingerbread houses eaten candy, the licked 

Postmedia Network gerbread house, we provide About 30 houses were people were in each family ranged by size and theme, candy and icing falling off of 



LAM PM AN 




Our family serving your family since 1911 


905 - 892-4701 

724 Canboro Rd., Fenwick 

www.lampmanfuneralhome.com 

■ _ Kj 
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J COMMUNITY: E.L Crossley teens provide Christmas for 30 families 


Christmas hamper helpers 


■ 3 



E.L Crossley Secondary School students carry boxes of gifts to the school 
cafeteria to be organized before being given to the Salvation Army. The gifts will be 
distributed to 30 families for Christmas. 


Students get into 
spirit of giving 




Frozen turkeys are presented to Jane Gilmour from Pelham Cares for the organization's Christmas 
hampers by FonthiN Lions Club president Brian Buchanan. The turkeys were purchased with the 



Regularj jours Will Resume 
• Januai$4; 2016 • 


fflappy/fflalidaya 
. from 


Holiday Office Hours: 

December 24th Closed 
__ December 25th Closed 
P December 28th Closed 
December 31st Closed 
January 1st Closed 
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Tel: 905-732-2414 ext.246 Fax: 905-732-3660 


POSTMEDIA 


Pelham’s active 
transportation plan underway 


BRIAN BATY 

For Postmedia Network 


A support of active transportation. We 
have been recognized with a bronze award 
for being “walk friendly” and a silver 
award for being “bike friendly.” 

This is due to the leadership of past 
and current town councils and the volun¬ 
teer contributions from members of the 
Pelham Active Transportation Committee 
(PATC). 

Last week the members of PATC 
met with representatives from MMM 
Consulting firm who are initiating 
an active transportation plan for our 
community. 


credentials of these consultants. They have 
produced best practice resource materials 


for the province in support of active trans¬ 
portation. They have also demonstrated 
high quality active plans in other commu¬ 
nities in Ontario and they have a high rec¬ 
ognition of the features of Niagara as they 
have past involvement with active trans¬ 
portation in Niagara, in particular with the 
Regional Niagara Bicycling Committee. 

It should be noted that Niagara Region 
itself is undertaking a transportation 
master plan study and is including an 
active transportation plan within this 
overall strategy. A subcommittee of that 
steering committee is to focus solely on 
active transportation, starting in lanuary 
and I have elected to serve on that 
subcommittee. 

The consulting team outlined a very 

ect between now and May 2016. It will 
establish an interactive website to allow 
all citizens to engage in the consultation. 


If you have recommendations regarding 
sidewalks, trails or bicycling facilities or 



welcome. 

In addition we are planning other 
public forums at places like the Fonthill 

the Pelham Home Show to fully involve 
the community in developing a vision that 
may take us out several decades in the 
pursuit of a more walkable and cyclable 

plated. They begin with a plan for online 
consultation and outreach which will 
begin in lanuary. The plan then moves on 
to assess existing conditions and prepare 

followed by an environmental scan and 
policy review and then the preparation of 
a community and trails need assessment. 


They will then drill down to identify can¬ 
didate routes and investigate opportuni¬ 
ties that will allow the identification and 
mapping of AT improvements. They will 
assemble and submit AT design standards 
and guidelines followed by extensive 
stakeholder and public consultation. This 

implementation strategy with a final pre¬ 
sentation to town council. 

PATC will be heavily involved through¬ 
out the process with an early commit- 

process unfolds. Interested parties can 
make their views known or attend PATC 
meetings to assist the development of 
this active transportation master plan for 

Brian Baty is a regional councillor for Pelham and a member 
of PATC. brian.baty@niagasraregion.ca 


Shipwrecks - 
Robert Koch 

SKIP GILLHAM 

For Postmedia Network 



Welland Canal, was wrecked 30 years ago 
this month. 

The vessel was inbound and under 
tow for the port of Oswego, N.Y., when it 
stranded on Dec. 15,1985. 

The ship ran over its own anchor, in 
the process opening up a hole in the hull 
that flooded the engine room and one of 
the cargo holds. As a result of the damage 

was abandoned for the winter. 

Salvage got underway in July 1986 
and the ship was refloated and taken 
to Kingston, then to Sorel and finally to 



Contrecoeur, Que. Scrapping got under- 
when the scrappers went out of business. 


The Robert Koch was finally broken 
up at Levis, Que., in 1990 after a career 
that had seen service across Europe and 


across New Zealand before coming to the 
Great Lakes in 1977. 


BMEB^ 


Get breaking news as it happens. 

www.pelhamnews.ca 
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Lions. Lioness clubs care 



POSTMEDIA NETWORK 

The Fonthill 
Lions and 

donated more 
than $700 in 
toys, gift cards, 
hats and mitts 
to Pelham Cares 
at their annual 
Christmas 
dinner. Pictured 
from left 
are Nancy 
Yungblut and 
Jane Gilmour 
from Pelham 
Cares with 
Fonthill Lioness 
president 
Katherine Reid. 



Children’s choir 
holding auditions 

Auditions for the second half 
of the season for the Chorus 
Niagara Children's Choir will be 
held Jan. 6. 

The choir consists of a 
training choir for children 
under 10 and a concert choir 
for children U and up. The two 
groups perform together and 
separately, and have shared the 
stage with Chorus Niagara and 


Niagara Symphony Orchestra. 

Rehearsals are held every 
Wednesday at Beacon School, 
300 Scott St., St. Catharines. 
The training Choir rehearses 
from 5 to 5:45 p.m„ followed by 
a Joint rehearsal with the concert 
choir until 6:15 p.m. The concert 
choir then rehearses on their 
own until 7 p.m. 

To book an audition, phone 
905-601-9014. 

Brock seeks youth 


for committee 

Brock University is looking for 



The Brock Healthy Youth 
program is seeking Niagara- 
based volunteers ages 14 to 24 
to sit on that committee to help 
researchers explore issues faced 
through adolescence. 

A Brock release says "B-HYP" 


is about to begin its first research 
program through which it will 
follow more than 3,000 Niagara 
youths over seven years. 

Research will explore the 
way mental and physical 
health interact during 
adolescence. The committee 
will help researchers determine 
everything from questions to 
ask, how to best present data, 
connecting with youth and 
issues to focus on. 

The release says youth on 
the committee will be a part of 
ground breaking research, while 
gaining volunteer experience and 

Other benefits include a 
reference letter, experience 
for a resume, opportunities 
for honorariums and other 
incentives. 

For more information, or to 
apply, visit www.brocku.ca/bhyp. 




f/(o/k/iiij tfr'eatment t special,s 


Salmi & Spa 


DR. ANDREWTAYLOR, MD 


BOOK NOW! 

LIMITED TIME OFFER 

See Now, $fl Q% 
Pay Later! om merest 


FREE Preliminary Eye Exam 

Until December 31st, 2015 + $100 OFF 


It is hard to believe that we have celebrated 134 holiday seasons in Niagara! 


GLASSES 

AND 

CONTACTS 

///ft the, harden 


800 - 80 King Street, St. Catharines, ON L2R6Z1 | 905.641.1551 | Fax: 905.641.1830 | www.lbwlawyers.com 
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LOCALNEWS 


■ FESTIVAL OF LIGHTS 


Shining the spotlight on Niagara 
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1-888-510-2020 

905-371-3217 

ww.lasikprovision.coi 


€> Pelham 


4QSCABIN 


NIAGARA 


_ ® pelham.ca | H 20 Pelham Town Square, PO Box 400, Fonthill, ON | g 905-892-2607 | a 905-892-5055 

* Recreation Programs & Class Walklng c|ub _ Jo|n us , 

Tuesdays at Pelham Arena from 
9-10 am and Thursdays at 
Fonthill Bandshell from 9-10:30 
am. For more information, 
please contact (905) 892-2607 
ext. 329. 


Drop-In Zumba Classes @ Pelham Arena 

No classes the week of December 21 st and 
December 28 th .See you all Tuesday, January 5 th 
for 9:30 am & 7:00 pm classes! 


Arena Programs 


Your feedback is important to us. 
Town of Pelham website to let us 
are doing. 


Please visit the 


Public Skating 

Adult Public 
Skating 

Adult/ 

Preschool 

Men’s Shinny 
Hockey 

Women’s Shinny 
Hockey 

Women’s Learn to 
Play Hockey 

Pelham Panthers 
Home Games 

Wed, Dec 30 
& Sunday, Jan 3 

Tim Horton’s 
FREE Skate 

1-2 pm 

•Holiday* 
Returns Jan 7 th 

1:00 pm 

•Holiday* 

Returns Jan 5 th 1:00 

•Holiday* 
Returns Jan 5 th 
8:00 am 

Thursday, Dec 31 

9:15-10:30 am 

•Holiday* 
Returns Jan 7 ,h 
9:30 am 

Friday, Jan 8 

7:30 pm 
vs. Welland 

Hockey Skills Hour 
•Holiday* 
Returns Jan 4 th 
11:00 am 




As part of the holiday season, 
the Town of Pelham is giving away $50.00 
Pelham Bucks every week in December 2015. 
Follow us on Twitter and Like us on F 












































THE 

FURNITURE 

SALE 

A TRULY OUTSTANDING 
SHOPPING EXPERIENCE 


SOLID WOOD 
LEATHERS • UPHOLSTERY 



^Furniture ^Fashiom 


SINCE 1954 

255 Bunting Rd., St. Catharines 

905 - 684-9414 

Sat. Dec 26th CLOSED, Sun. Dec 27th 11am - 4pm, 

Mon. Dec 28th 9am - 5:30pm, Tues. Dec 29th 9am - 5:30pm, 
Wed. Dec 30th 9am - 5:30pm, Thu. Dec 31 st 9am - 3pm, 

Fri. Jan 1 CLOSED Sat. Jan 2nd 9:30am - 5pm, Sun. Jan 3rd 11 - 4pm 

www.dunnsfurniture.ca 


GETTHE LATEST 
BREAKING NEWS 

www.pelhamnews.ca 
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□ HOLIDAY 



Rebecca and husband Al are surprised by the attention a Santa photo has garnered 
after she posed for the photo with her son while breastfeeding. The St. Catharines 
resident shared the photo with friends who shared the photo online. From left are 
Caleb who was in the photo, five year-old Jacob and Caleb's twin Willem. 


St. Catharines woman’s photo 
breastfeeding with Santa goes viral 


BOBTYMCZYSZYN 

Postmedia Network 


went viral on the Internet last week. 

The mother of three said it was 
a spontaneous decision to take the 
photo at Niagara Square shopping 
mall in Niagara Falls. 


one son is the type that if he doesn’t 
eat when he’s decided he has to eat, 


Santa’s lap is not normal for breast¬ 
feeding." 

“It was kind of tongue-in-cheek, just 
being a little bit silly, just saying let’s 
have a cute picture.” 

“I think it turned out hilarious with 
Santa making the face.” 

Rebecca posted it so her friends 
could see it and said she didn’t mind 


loves the picture believes that breast¬ 
feeding is normal. 

“I’m very covered; you see a lot of 
people with a lot more showing,” she 


“He will scream and throw himself 
on the floor and throw a litde temper 
tantrum.” 

Rebecca said she was two people 

decided to begin nursing him. 

“I thought, wouldn't it be funny to 
take a nursing picture on Santa’s lap.” 
She asked the photographer, and he 

was OK with the photo. 

“I’m just very pro-breast,” she 
stressed. “I like to normalize breast¬ 
feeding, and I do know that sitting on 


and children. 

“It’s not me trying to get attention 
to have my breast stuck out. I didn’t 
expect it to become that viral, or I 

Rebecca said it didn’t dawn on her 
that it would cause some much con¬ 
troversy. 

much comment one way or the other. 
Breastfeeding should be so accepted 
that no one should feel the need to 


Vl/hen the electricity fails... 

How will you be AFFECTED ? 




m 


Cornell Feenstra Electric Ltd. 

All Types of Electrical Installation 
Pole Line Installation & Aerial Bucket Truck Service 

Call: 905-899-2373 • Fax: 905-899-2383 


4 
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Tfromas 

m Audio Video Electronics 


130 THOROLD RD. W„ 

WELLAND 

905 - 788-3221 


STORE HOURS: THUR. 10AM-4PM, FRI. 25TH CLOSED, SAT. BOXING DAY 7AM-5PM SUN.1PM-5PM 



































<£?> holiday changes in waste 

COLLECTION 

Garbage, recycling and Green Bin collection will be deferred 
by one day on Christmas Day and New Year’s Day. 


Regular Waste 
Collection Day 

Changed to: 

Friday (Dec. 25) 

Saturday (Dec. 26) 

Friday (Jan. 1) 

Saturday (Jan. 2) 


HOLIDAY GARBAGE EXEMPTIONS 

In the week following Christmas (Dec. 26,28,29,30,31), 
residents may place double their regular weekly garbage limit tc 
the curb on their collection day. 


CHRISTMAS TREE COLLECTION 

• Saturday,Jan. 9,2016 ONLY 

• Christmas trees must be at the curb by 7 a.m. 

• Remove all ornaments and decorations 

• Christmas trees wrapped in plastic or buried in snow will not 
be collected. No artificial trees. 




GET THE LATEST 
BREAKING NEWS 

www.pelhamnews.ca 



Vintage store opens in Fenwick 




What’s open and 
closed at Christmas 

Most stores and services will be closed 
for the holidays, and most will close early 
Christmas Eve. 

LCBO and Beer Store outlets will be open 
until 6 p.m. on Christmas Eve and be closed 
on Christmas Day and Boxing Day. 

Most major retailers will close early 


Christmas Eve. Some will reopen early on 
Boxing Day. 

Banks will be closed Christmas Day and 



Boxing Day. Visit www.wella 

for the latest news during the holidays. 
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EDUCATION 


Niagara Catholic trims 
to balance budget 


WAYNE CAMPBELL 

Special to Postmedia Network 


Niagara Catholic District 
School Board is submitting to 
the province a projected bal¬ 
anced budget of $255 million 
for the end of school year in 

Business superintend¬ 
ent Giancarlo Vetrone told 


trustees last Tuesday night 
a recovery plan begun in 
December 2014 “has been 
hilly implemented.” 

eliminate a board over¬ 
expenditure that grew out of 
unexpected spending in 2014. 

Education director John 
Crocco said Wednesday the 
over-expenditure was the 
result of a decline in enrol¬ 
ment and an increase in 


to take into account multi¬ 
ple factors from enrolment 
changes, revenue, expendi¬ 
tures, risk management and 
contingency planning,” he 
said by e-mail. 

“During 2014-2015, Nia¬ 
gara Catholic experienced a 
slight decline in enrolment 
which reduced revenue from 
the Ministry of Education 
combined with additional 
cost pressures associated with 
increases in utilities, benefits 
and snow removal expendi¬ 
tures during the year." 

Among the areas were 
board administration and 
special education spending. 

"Special education funding 
is a protected financial enve¬ 
lope by the province,” said 

"Historically, Niagara Cath- 


"Budgets are a plan, a 
ible throughout a school year 


spent hundreds of thousands 
of dollars more than allocated 
by the Ministry of Education 


for special education students 
in our board.” 

Board administration now 

has been, said Vetrone. 

Crocco said “board admin¬ 
istration” is a budget line 
that captures expenditures 
assigned to the central office 

It includes, he said, “all 
board overhead costs along 
with support staff to proc- 

tions for about 3,400 hill- and 
part-time staff and 73 facilities 
throughout the board.” 

To bring the budget back 
in balance, Niagara Catholic 

decline in enrolment 
“As part of the decrease in 
population demographics and 
the changing economy affect¬ 
ing families throughout the 
Niagara region,” said Crocco, 
“Niagara Catholic continued 
with a slight decline in stu¬ 


dent enrolment" 

Through retirements and 
leaves in 2015-16, however, 
"currently all teaching staff are 
employed by the board." 

At Tuesday’s board meet¬ 
ing, Vetrone reported revised 

enrolment figures for Niagara 
Catholic’s 57 schools. 

The Ministry of Education 
requires the revision. Boards 
can take into account enrol- 


current data. The bulk of a 
school board’s funding comes 
from grants based on daily 
attendance figures. 

Niagara Catholic has 21,738 
students with 14,488 in 49 ele¬ 
mentary schools and 7,250 in 
eight high schools. 

Its revised estimate is now 
21,960 students for each day 
during 2015-16. That level 
would require 11 more teach¬ 
ers for a total of 1,328 and nine 
more assistants for 423. 



Schools prepare 
for Syrian 
refugees 

Niagara Catholic District 
School Board has sent out 
a call to staff and anyone 
who can help with the arrival 
of Syrian refugee families 
coming to the area. 

Education director John 
Crocco brought the board 
up to date recently night on 
preparations. A number of 
parishes in the region are 
sponsoring refugee families. 

The young people when 
they arrive will receive Ontario 
education numbers which will 
make them eligible to enter 

Some of these students 
have not been in school for 
three or more years while 
living in refugee camps, he 
said. 

Crocco said he met 


with school principals last 
Thursday and they are 
prepared for arrivals. The 
schools have people who 
speak Arabic and are looking 
for more. 

The former St. Thomas 
Moore School will be used 
to store furniture and other 
donated materials for use by 
arriving families. 

With the arrival of 10,000 
refugees in Canada by Dec. 

31 and 25,000 by the end 
of February, Ontario could 
receive 14,000. 

“Justtoputitinto 
perspective," said Crocco, 
"Ontario normally receives 
10,000 newcomers in a year." 

Pay for trustees dips 

The honorarium for 
Niagara Catholic trustees for 
2015-16 was adjusted slightly 
downward by the school 

The chair will receive 
$16,825, down from $16,846, 
and the vice-chair $13,775, 
down from $13,786. The 
remaining six trustees will 
be paid $10,710, down from 
$10,803. 

Under the Education Act, 
the honorarium is adjusted 
each year in relation to the 
changes of enrolment in the 
previous year. 









DAVID CHEVROLET BUICK GMC 
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Giant Tiger Fonthill is very proud to support the local 
community. On December 17th, 2015, Joe Palmerino 
(Manager) Giant Tiger Fonthill, presented St. Alexander 
Catholic School with a cheque for $500.00 as well as a 
cheque to Pelham Cares for $1,000.00. 

FROM EVERYONE AT GIANT TIGER FONTHILL 
HAPPY HOLIDAYS & HAPPY NEW YEAR!!! 


Proud to support local businesses 

THE TRIBUNE 


www.wellandtribune.ca 



like us ON 

FACEBOOK 


facebook.com/ 
Pel ham News 
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□ POLICING 


Uber drivers still 


under microscope 


TONYRICCIUTO 

Postmedia Network 

No Uber drivers have been charged 
since they entered the Niagara market last 
month. 

This, despite Niagara Regional Police 
putting the company on notice their driv¬ 
ers could be charged for not being properly 


Daus said Uber is "a really cool idea” 
because everything can be done using a 
smart phone, but it’s also a controversial 
issue. There are 40 lawsuits in the United 
States alone, and some countries in Europe 
have tried to shut Uber down. 

In Germany, Daus said, Uber was 
oudawed and shut down for not being 
licensed. 


“We are in the process of conducting 
investigations, and will respond to com¬ 
plaints, and we will also start to do some 
mvesuganve work if we find out they are 
working outside of the bylaw,” said police 
Chief Jeff McGuire following last Thursday’s 
monthly Police Services Board meeting in 
St Catharines. 

Uber, the peer-to-peer, ride-sharing pro¬ 
gram arranged through a mobile phone 
app, was the subject of discussion during 
November's board meeting. It was talked 
about again last Thursday. It’s an issue that is 
expected to be revisited during future meet¬ 
ings because more information is being col¬ 
lected and many questions about the serv¬ 
ice remain unanswered. 

Some of those questions were addressed 
last Thursday by Matthew Daus, president of 
the International Association of Taxi Regula¬ 
tors. He's also a lawyer from New York City, 
who has done considerable research on 
transportation regulations and laws, regu¬ 
latory compliance and what regulators have 
experienced with the entry of new transpor¬ 
tation network companies. 

Daus was brought in to speak to the board 
by Marc Andre Way, president of the Cana¬ 
dian Taxi Association. Way is also the chief 
operating officer at Coventry Connections, 
which has taxi and transportation interests 
in Niagara. 


It’s not an issue m Australia because the 
country has rules that say a taxi has to pro¬ 
vide a service quickly and Uber is unable to 
comply with the rules because there are not 
enough drivers. 

In Canada, Daus said the situation is still 
in flux The payment of tax has also raised 
because companies here have to submit the 
HST. 

On the issue of background checks, Daus 
said that in the United States Uber conducts 
its own. The company will sometimes check 
court records for a driver's name, but if 
someone changes their name poses a prob¬ 
lem. Sometimes passengers end up with a 
good drives sometimes not 

The industry is also trying to come up 
with ways to deal with the matter. A driver 
will have then own insurance, but Uber will 
sometimes provide “umbrella insurance” 
that provides global coverage. 

In Niagara, the taxi industry is regulated 
by the police service through its licens¬ 
ing department. For someone to provide 
transportation of passengers for compen¬ 
sation under the bylaw, a special licence is 
required. 

Uber drivers who do not have that licence 
can be charged under the bylaw which car¬ 
ries a fine of about $350. 

tony.ricciuto@sjnmedia.ca 


TRANSPORTATION: Central Taxi meeting tech-savvy clients’ ‘desires’ 

Taxi app drives competition 


RAY SPITERI 

Postmedia Network 

With more competition than ever, tradi¬ 
tional taxi companies are upping their game 
when it comes to customer service. 

As Uber entered the Niagara market last 
month with its peer-to-peer ride-sharing 
program using a mobile phone app, Central 
Taxi is upgrading its app to include a new 
text-booking service. 

The new service allows people to send an 
address to the normal Central Taxi booking 
number — 905-685-7343 — and receive a 
text message back to confirm that booking 
on an automated basis. 

The app is expected to be upgraded in 
time for Christmas Day to include a pay- 


the interactive map, and allows customers 
to rate their ride. Customers can pre-book 
a taxi, which is a feature unique to Central 
Taxi. 

“I believe giving clients choices that 
meets their needs and desires is the way of 
the future,’’ said Daniel Coates, spokesman 
of Coventry Connections. 

Coventry took over Central Taxi in 2010. 

“We want to give customers options to 
suit their specific preferences or needs,” said 
Hanif Patni, president of Central Taxi 

"Hailing cabs can now be done using the 
app or through texting us a pickup address, 
but customers can still use all the traditional 
methods such as calling, online booking or 
use curbside stands. 

"It's all about options and modernizing 


Hie app tracks drivers in real time on 
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□ UNIVERSITY: Wedny Cukier is also a grad from the Niagara university 

Brock names first female president 



Region matches 
$25,000 in donations 
to refugees 


‘The world needs more Mother Teresas’ 




ZWILLING J.A. HENCKELS « 



New Outlet Store. 


Address Store Hours Phone 

Fashion Outlets of Niagara Falls Mon-Sat: 10am-9pm 716.297.1085 

1878 Military Road Sun: 10am-6pm 

Suite 110 

Niagara Falls, NY 14304 
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LOCALNEWS 


EARN MONEY FOR 
YOUR ORGANIZATION! 

Fundraise with the Tribune and National Post by selling subscriptions to 



It's Easy. We give you a great rate, 
order forms and help you get started. 


For every 1 year t £ | 

subscription you sell, C ' 1 | , 

you will receive J \J ■ 


subscriptions 

1000 


Great for Sports Teams, 

Schools, Girl Guides & Your Organization! 

A great way to offset your organizations’ expenses such as team 
uniforms, tournament fees, hotels, transportation, equipment and 
much, much more! 

For more information: 

Karin Vanderzee, 905-684-7251 ext 581165 • Karin.Vanderzeed>sunmedia.ca 

MTTOMTfPOST "TRIBUNE 


O NEWS: Final edition to be published Dec. 31 

Online media outlet 
Bullet News closing 


Postmedia Network 

Bullet News Niagara is ceasing opera- 

The online media outlet will publish its 
final edition Dec.31. 

The decision to end Bullet's five-year 
run was a difficult one that has been con¬ 
sidered for some time, company presi¬ 
dent Jessica Friesen said by phone. 

“It's the right decision at this time,” she 

The news industry is "not doing well," 
she said, calling it "extremely difficult” to 
be an independent in the business. 

"Given the current state of the news 
publishing industry, especially contin- 

nue posed by the increasing dominance 
of social media platforms, it has become 
apparent continued operation of an 
independent local news platform was no 

release issued by Bullet, one day after 
staffleamed of the closure. 

Bullet News was founded in October 
2010 to provide online news coverage 


across Niagara. The company currently 
employs four people, Friesen said. 

"We've had a good run of it. We have 
some fantastic staff,” she said. 

“I’m very proud of the quality of prod¬ 
uct that they've put together. This is not 
a reflection of the quality of papers that 

Friesen commended staff for their 
“years of service, their professionalism 
and their passion tor journalism. She 
also thanked advertisers and readers for 
their support. 

The news came less than a week after 
Hamilton-based broadcaster CHCH, 
which also provides coverage in Niagara, 

local news. 

At least 129 full-time employees and 
close to 30 part-timers were let go as a 
result. About 60 of those workers were 
offered new jobs with the television sta- 

sharp decrease in local programming. 


[WISHING YOU A HAPPY HOLIDAY 


MANY REASONS TO SMILE... 

• Free Consult 
Includes X-Rays 

• 0% Interest 
Payment Plans 

• Evening Hours 

• Treatment Fees Include 
Set of Retainers and 
Custom Mouthguard 


KAMATOVIC 

ORTHODONTICS 


^ C ES FDR AL-L ^ 

kamatovicortho.com 
( 905 ) 356-7919 
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LOCALNEWS 


■ SPECIAL OLYMPICS ONTARIO: Honours for Sgt. Mike McAllister 



A veteran of the Niagara Regional Police has been recognized for his contribution 
to the Special Olympics movement. Sgt. Mike McAllister, currently assigned to 
the court services unit in St. Catharines, received the 2015 Rob Plunkett Law 
Enforcement Torch Run Award at an awards ceremony recently in Toronto. 


Niagara cop carrying the torch 


ALISON LANGLEY 

Postmedia Network 

When the Ontario Law Enforcement 
Torch Run first came through Niagara 
Fails in 1987 to raise funds for Special 
Olympics, rookie cop Mike McAllister 
answered the call to help. 

"The way I describe it to people is I 
was 'volun-told' to be a part of this,” he 
said with a laugh, recalling the moment 

because he had previously taken part 
in a torch run in advance of the Calgary 
Olympics. 

The experience, he says, changed him 
forever. 

“I found it so rewarding that I didn’t 
need to be told again,” the sergeant 
said. 

“Special Olympics is so near and dear 

As the torch tun program in Ontario 
grew, McAllister recruited other local 
Niagara law enforcement agencies to 
assist and participate including RMCP, 
Niagara Parks and Canada Border Serv- 

Since it began, the torch run has 
raised more than $26 million in dona¬ 
tions and brought awareness to the Spe¬ 
cial Olympics movement. 

“When we started this, there were 
less than 4,000 athletes registered in 
Ontario,” McAllister said. 

Today, there are more than 20,000. 

events are directed into Special Olympic 
Ontario community programs and also 
helps to subsidize athlete expenses vari¬ 
ous such as travel and accommodations. 

McAllister, currently assigned to the 

always searching for new and sustain¬ 
able fundraising ideas for the Special 
Olympics. 

He launched a motorcycle run in Nia¬ 
gara and has assisted with truck convoys, 
endurance mud runs and polar plunges 
across the province. 

The 33-year police veteran was recently 


recognized for his involvement with Spe¬ 
cial Olympics movement at an awards 
ceremony in Toronto hosted by Special 
Olympics Canada. 

McAllister received the 2015 Rob Plun- 

The national award is presented to a 
torch run representative who best exem¬ 
plifies the spirit, philosophy, dedica¬ 
tion and goals of the run and the Special 

The award is named in memory of Det. 
Const. Robert Plunkett, a member of York 
Regional Police who lost his life in the 
line of duty in August 2007. 

“The award was very humbling to me," 
McAllister said. 

“I knew Rob, he was a great guy ... 
larger than life.” 

Plunkett was also involved with Special 
Olympics and co-ordinated the torch run 
for York Regional Police. 

McAllister says he’s proud to continue 
Niagara’s strong connection with Special 
Olympics. 

In the early sixties, testing of children 
with intellectual disabilities revealed that 
they were only half as physically fit as 
their non-disabled peers. It was assumed 
that their low fitness levels were a direct 
result of their disabilities. 

A St. Catharines native, Dr. Frank Hay¬ 
den, who was working in Toronto as a 
researcher and professor at the time, 
questioned that assumption. 

Working with a control group of chil- 

demonstrated that, given the opportu¬ 
nity, intellectually disabled people could 
become physically fit and acquire the 
physical skills necessary to participate in 

“He discovered that people with disa¬ 
bilities benefit greatly from physical activ¬ 
ity and team sports,” McAllister said. 

Hayden's work came to the attention of 
Eunice Kennedy Shriver and the Kennedy 
Foundation in Washington, D.C., and led 
to the creation of Special Olympics. 

alison.langley@sunmedia.ca 
Twitter: @nfallslangley 



United Way 

South Niagara 

unitedwaysouthniagara.c 


This Christmas, Please 
Give To United Way 


Give the gift of HOPE 

By making a donation to United Way, you can offer hope 
and help for 1 in 3 people in your community. 


$25 donation will provide a 
child with a lunch time meal for 
two weeks 

$50 donation will provide 15 
nutritious meals for a family 

$100 donation will provide 
more than 30 people with 
access to vital support services 
for life-long success 

$500 donation will provide 20 
children with disabilities with 
one week of summer camp and 
their family with needed respite 

Please give generously. 



Contact us today 
to make your gift. 
905-735-0490 


0 YeS I’d like to give... 


$1,000 $365 

u Leadership u Everyday 





□ I would ike my name to appear as follows for recoanihon 
purposes (e.g. annual report): 



Please mall your donation to United Way South Niagara 

800 Niagara Street, Welland, ON L3C 5Z4 


I prefer to give by: 

□ Cash □ Cheque □ Post-dated Cheque 

Please make cheques payable to United Way South Niagara. 

□ VISA □ Mastercard □ American Express 

Card#:_ Expiry:_ 


- Starting: |D |P |M |II|YTy1 


□ 'Pre-authorized monthly payment of $ _ 

□ I have been giving to United Way for 20+ years. 

□ I have made a gift through my will to United Way. 

□ Please send me more infoimation on making a bequest to United Way. 
Tax receipts are issued for donations of $25 or more. 
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well beat 
anyone! 


CASHEWS 


Trophy cashews 


Prices in effect until December 29 th , 2015, while quantities last. 


GIANT TIGER 

— your saveoneverything store — 

20 Highway 20 East, Fonthill 

)oinut! E3EJ«^* | GIANT TIGER 

WATCH, PIN, POST, LIKE, FOLLOW OR TWEET 1 ^ 
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MUNICIPAL AFFAIRS 


Tape closed-door meetings, councils told 



WELLAND HONDA ANNOUNCES... 

IT'S FINALLY HERE! THE ALL-NEW 2016 



□ ATTRACTION 

Rink at the Brink off the market 



* i-t I Canada's Introducing the 10th generation Honda Civic 

nv r best ' selfngcar family, which includes the Civic Sedan, plus 
II V 11117 years in a row. the upcomin g Civic Hatchback, 2-door Coupe, 





Civic Si and high-performance Civic Type R. 
With a fierce new shape and distinctive cut 
lines, Canada's best selling car for 17 years in a 
row has never looked better! 


With more power, better fuel efficiency, larger 
interior and a ton of new safety features, the 
brand new and completely redesigned 2016 
Civic is easily the best Honda Civic ever made! 


Also available in Turbo, The Civic is also 
loaded with new technology features, such as 
Apple CarPlay and Android Auto, Honda 
Sensing Suite of Technologies, touchscreen 
navigation, and much more! 


RATES STARTING AS LOW AS 
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Duran Duran coming to Fallsview Deadmau5 


hints at 
retirement 


Boxing 

Day Sale 


50% OFF 


ALL BOOK 
PRODUCT 


Sale excludes gift cards, Melissa & Doug items, games, toys, and puzzles 


December 28-31 

Mon 28:9am to 9pm Wed 30:9am to 9pm 
Tues 29:9am to 9pm Thur 31:9am to 4pm 

NOTE: The store is closed Saturday, December 26 

340 Welland Ave. St. Catharines 

Mon to Thu 9am-6pm, Fri 9am-9pm, Sat 9am-6pm, Sun - Closed I Store Phc 
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LOCAL <EWS 

a NEW YEAR’S EVE: Proven performers signed at the last minute for Niagara Falls show 

Concert a ‘throwback’with Cochrane, DeYoung 
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Quality Kingsdown 

MATTRESS SETS 


OCCASIONAL TABLES 


SOFAS AND LOVE SEATS |3QO/ 0 off ; 


Solid hardwood 
Canadian made 

DINETTES 


Selected SERVERS 
and BUFFETS 


HOLIDAY HOURS 

Thursday December 24th (CHRISTMAS EVE) 9am-2pm 
Friday December 25th(CHRISTMAS DAY) CLOSED 
Saturday December 26th (BOXING DAY) 12pm-4pm 
Sunday December 27th 12pm-4pm Monday December 28th 10am-4pm 
Tuesday December 29th10am-4pm - Wednesday December 30th 10am-4pm 
Thursday December 31st (NEW YEARS EVE) 10am-2pm 


PRICES TOO GOOD TO LAST! 
SHOP EARLY & SAVE! 


LOWEST PRICES OF THE YEAR 


MANY MORE ITEMS ON SALE FOR THIS ONCE A YEAR EVENT, INCLUDING OCCASIONAL TABLES, LAMPS, ACCESSORIES AND ART WORK! 


NIAGARA’S ONLY 


L A 


BOY 


ComfortStudio* 


m. 


FURNITURE" 


www.lampmanfurniture.com 

728 Canboro Rd., 905.892.4701 
Fenwick, Ontario 1.800.892.4702 


Mon-Tues 9-6, 

Wed & Sat 9-5, V 
Thurs-Fri 9-9, * 

Sun Noon-4 
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Thinking^^ 

about Ways^ 

Recycle^ 

We are too 


Please 
recycle this 
newspaper 
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COMMISSOS 

FRESH FOODS 


Lavazza 

Ground 

Coffee 

Assorted Varieties 


Half & Half, 


Light Cream 


or Fat Free 


Creamer 


j ★ 

S®H8882 


San Pellegrino 

Carbonated 
Mineral Water 

12 " 

■ mm 12x750ml 


Fresh Store Made 

Mild or Hot 
Italian Sausage 

Family Pack 


6.59/kg 


Lean & Meaty 

Ribs 

Family Pack 


11.00/kg 



Christmas Holiday Hours 


Tues Dec. 22:7am-8pm • Wed Dec 23:7am-9pm 
Thursday Dec 24:7am-6pm 
Christmas Day & Boxing Day - CLOSED 


Sale prices in effect Sunday Dec. 27 through Thursday Dec. 31,201S 

FRI I SAT I SUN I MON I TUE I WED I THU 

closed|closed| 27 | 28 | 29 | 30 | 31 

6161 Thorold Stone Rd., Niagara Falls, ON 
Mon-Fri 7am-8pm • Sat 7am-7pm • Sun 8am-6pm 






